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1. Research
Using https://www.ecosia.org/ as your default search engine enables them to plant trees and encourage sustainable technology. 

2. Travel
Can your journey be undertaken by rail? The DTP encourages the use of rail in the UK and Europe, even if this is more expensive than air travel. Services can be checked here: https://www.thetrainline.com/trains/europe 

This is a useful resource for making travel-related decisions: https://tyndall.ac.uk/travel-strategy 

You might use the Travel Better Package to think about research travel options. 

3. Conferences and Events
If you are running a conference, can some or all of it be online? We have a lot of experience with this so can advise you. 

Might your speakers want to travel by rail from within Europe? We can fund higher travel costs for sustainable travel.  

Think about programming discussions or workshops on climate action, such as a Living Lab.

Conference housekeeping: remind moderators to turn off lights at the end of the day; reuse or recycle badges; move to having programmes and publisher contributions online; let people know the location of the nearest water refill station. 

Offsetting: you can budget to buy carbon credits to offset speaker travel, available via  https://marketplace.goldstandard.org/ 

4. Catering
We expect all catering for events to be vegetarian as far as this is possible. Be mindful of leftover food and waste – recycle where possible and maybe reduce food waste by donating to local food banks, charities, homeless shelters, or OLIO: a free app that enables you to share unwanted or excess food: https://olioapp.com/en/

Please use catering options that avoid single-use plastic, including cups and glasses.

Please do not use bottled water for speakers and participants.  

Attempt to use caterers that commit to Zero Waste and Fair Trade. If you are unsure of a particular caterers’ practice do not hesitate to ask them. 

5. Social Responsibility 
Could your work be useful for or of interest to your local community, schools, or other groups? 

6. Divesting 
Lobby your university to decarbonise. 

If you are a member of the USS Pension scheme, elect for sustainable investments. 

Check how well your university does in the People & Planet University League for sustainability. 

7. DTP-wide Actions

We have embedded sustainability into the objectives and remit of DTP2 and developed research themes relating to sustainability, biodiversity, and environmental activism.

We also:

· Encourage partnerships with environmentally-led organisations 
· Discuss sustainability leadership with our partner organisations
· Develop policy on field trips and international travel, and as part of this develop an offsetting strategy
· Emphasis carbon literacy amongst our student cohort through training and funding activities
· We will run a workshop on ‘The Sustainable DTP’ and this will be one of our targeted funding schemes 
· Use our position as Chair of the DTP Directors Group in 2024-5 to push Sustainability as a key issue

8. Links and Resources

UKRI’s Sustainability Strategy 

Wellcome Trust’s policy on offsetting

Place-based Climate Action Network

Students Organising For Sustainability 
